


Black Is... 
1994 


The 1994 edition of Black Is... con- 
tinues the Boston Public Library’s 
tradition of publishing a list of re- 
cent books concerning Blacks as 
part of the Library’s observance of 
Black History Month in February of 
each year. 


*Recommended for Young Adults 


Black Is... Fiction 


THE AFRICAN IN ME 

Howard Gordon 

Stories about the survivors of the 
African diaspora. 


ANOTHER GOOD LOVING 
BLUES 

Arthur Flowers 

A bluesman and the conjure 
woman he loves search for hoodoo 
mother. 


*BLANCHE ON THE LAM 
Barbara Neely 

Blanche finds murder in her rich 
employer’s household. 


CALLING THE WIND 

Clarence Major, editor 

Stories tracing the African- 
American experience’ from 
Reconstruction to the present. 


DAUGHTERS 

Paule Marshall 

Ursa struggles to free herself from 
the effects of her father’s tyranny. 
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HER OWN PLACE 

Dori Sanders 

Mae Lee Barnes's life is filled with 
simple pleasures, hard work and 
small miracles. 


HOME REPARIS 

Trey Ellis 

Diehard romantic Austin McMillan 
recalls his troubles with women 
since kindergarten. 


I, TITUBA, BLACK WITCH OF 
SALEM 

Maryse Conde 

Fictional account of an accused 
Salem witch. 


JAPANESE BY SPRING 

Ishmael Reed 

Former Black militant now neo- 
conservative Professor Puttbutt 
faces a Japanese takeover of his 
university. 


JUMPING SHIP AND OTHER 
STORIES 

Kelvin Christopher James 

From Trinidad to Harlem and back 
again. 


*A LESSON BEFORE DYING 
Ernest J. Gaines 

Unjustly convicted, a young man 
struggles to face death with dignity. 


*NEGROPHOBIA 

Darius James 

Teen racist Bubbles Brazil enters a 
nightmare world of exaggerated 
Black stereotypes. 


*ONE DARK BODY 

Charlotte Watson Sherman 
Twelve-year-old Raisin and her 
mother struggle to heal their 
broken relationship. 


*SECRETS 
Kelvin Christopher James 
A troubled transition from 


adolescence ends Uxann’s idyllic 
childhood. 


SWEET AND SOUR MILK 
Nuruddin Farah 

The first in a trilogy. A Somalian 
writer explores the politics and 
culture of his Homeland. 


THEREAFTER JOHNNIE 
Carolivia Herron 

Johnnie embarks on a journey to 
heal three generations of family 
pain. 


THROUGH THE IVORY GATE 
Rita Dove 

A young musician/actress con- 
fronts a dark family secret. 


TREE OF LIFE 

Maryse Conde 

Color, caste and class in a Carib- 
bean family saga. 


UGLY WAYS 

Tina McElroy Ansa 

Can three Georgian sisters make 
peace with their troubled 
childhoods after their mother’s 
funeral? 


VOODOO DREAMS: A Novel of 
Marie Laveau 

Jewell Parker Rhodes 

Legendary Voodoo Queen of 19th 
Century New Orleans. 


*YORUBA GIRL DANCING 
Simi Bedford 

Wrenched from her loving family 
in Nigeria, 6-year-old Remi en- 
counters cold weather, bad food 
and prejudice at an English board- 
ing school. 
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Black Is... Personalities 


AND STILL I CRY 

Barbara A. Robinson 

Painful tale of child abuse, addic- 
tion, prostitution, and eventual 
triumph. 


*ARSENIO HALL 
Norman King 
Plenty of gossip. 


BEYOND THE TIMBERLINE: The 
Trials and Triumphs of a Black 
Entrepreneur 

Theodore Martin Alexander 

An Atlanta tycoon shares the 
secrets of his success. 


*THE BLACK 100: A Ranking of 
the Most Influential African- 
Americans, Past and Present 
Columbus Salley 

Who is Number One? 


COMING UP DOWN HOME: A 
Memoir of a Southern Childhood 
Cecil Brown 

Growing up in North Carolina in 
the fifties. 


*DAYS OF GRACE: A Memoir 
Arthur Ashe and Arnold Ramper- 
sad 

Poignant reflections by the great 


tennis champion, who died recent- 
ly from AIDS. 


DREAM MAKERS, DREAM 
BREAKERS: The World of Justice 
Thurgood Marshall 

Carl T. Rowan 

In-depth biography by the award- 
winning journalist, who knew Mar- 
shall for forty years. 


THE FIRST TO SPEAK: A Woman 
of Color inside the White House 
Kristin Clark Taylor 


Candid narrative by the first 
African-American woman to hold 
the post of White House director 
of Media Relations. 


*| LOVE THIS GAME! My Life and 
Baseball 

Kirby Puckett 

Upbeat bio by the talented Min- 
nesota Twins center fielder. 


IN GOODE FAITH 

W. Wilson Goode with Joann 
Stevens 

Philadelphia’s first black mayor 
tells his story. 


*JOE MORGAN: A Life in 
Baseball 
Joe Morgan and David Falkner 
Power drive of the Big Red 
Machine. 


*KING OF THE CATS: The Life 
and Times of Adam Clayton 
Powell, Jr. 

Wil Haygood 

Vivid account of the brilliant, con- 
troversial Powell, whose Harlem 
ministry and outspoken political 
career made civil rights history. 


*LIVE YOUR DREAMS 

Les Brown 

Self-help book by the popular 
television motivational speaker. 


NEVER FORGET: The Riveting 
Story of One Woman’s Journey 
from Public Housing to the Cor- 
ridors of Power 

Kay Coles James with Jacquelline 
Cobb Fuller 

Staunch supporter of traditional 
family values, James has been ad- 
visor to presidents. 


A TASTE OF POWER: A Black 
Woman’s Story 

Elaine Brown 

An insider’s look at the Black Pan- 
ther Party from the woman who, in 
1974, assumed leadership with the 
words “‘l have all the money and 
all the guns.” 


*THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE: 
The Life of Fannie Lou Hamer 
Kay Mills 

Fired from sharecropping for trying 
to register to vote, Hamer went on 
to become ‘America’s No. 1 
freedom-fighting woman.” 


THIS SIDE OF GLORY: The 
Autobiography of David Hilliard 
and the Story of the Black Panther 
Party. 

Retrospective by the Party’s co- 
founder and chief of staff. 


Black Is.... 
Black Expression 


AFRICAN-AMERICAN GARDENS 
AND YARDS IN THE RURAL 
SOUTH 

Richard Westmacott 

A landscape architect uses history, 
economics and ethnology to un- 
cover a unique chapter in 
aesthetics. 


*BUPPIES, B-BOYS, BAPS, AND 
BOHOS: Notes on Post-Soul Black 
Culture 

Nelson George 

Village Voice columnist comments 


on the culture of those born after 
the Civil Rights Era. 


CROSSWINDS: An Anthology of 
Black Dramatists in the Diaspora 
William B. Branch, editor 

Wole Soyinka, Amiri Baraka, 
August Wilson, and others. 


DANCING ON FIRE: Photographs 
from Haiti 

Maggie Steber 

From a slum called Boston to the 
orphanage of Father Aristide there 
is little joy amidst the pathos. 


THE ODYSSEY: A Stage Version 
Derek Walcott 

Billy Blue, a blind Caribbean 
singer, retells Homer’s tale. 


*RAP: The Lyrics 

Lawrence A. Stanley, editor 

A comprehensive collection which 
decodes the slang of rap and ap- 
plauds its originality. 


*TWO TRAINS RUNNING 
August Wilson 

In Pittsburgh in 1969 the parallel 
tracks of death and love prove 
“Life’s hard, but it ain’t impossi- 
ble.”’ 


WE’LL UNDERSTAND IT BETTER 
BY AND BY: Pioneering African 
American Gospel Composers 
Bernice Johnson Reagon, editor 


WILD WOMEN DON’T WEAR 
NO BLUES: Black Women Writers 
on Love, Men, and Sex 

Marita Golden, editor 


Black Is... 
Contemporary Issues 


ADVICE & CONSENT: Clarence 
Thomas, Robert Bork and the In- 


triguing History of the Supreme 
Court’s Nomination Battles 
Paul Simon 


BLACK LOOKS: Race and 
Representation 

Bell Hooks 

To escape oppression, blacks must 
look beyond their depiction in 
“white supremacist’ television, 
advertising and popular music. 


BRIDGES AND BOUNDARIES: 
African Americans and American 
Jews 

Jack Salzman with Adina Back & 
Gretchen S. Sorin 

History of a delicate relationship. 


CLIMBING JACOB’S LADDER: 
The Enduring Legacy of African- 
American Families 

Andrew Billingsley 

A reassuring look beyond the bleak 
Statistics. 


THE COLOR COMPLEX: The 
Politics of Skin Color among 
African Americans 

Kathy Russell, Midge Wilson and 
Ronald Hall 


THE COLOR LINE: Legacy for the 
21st Century 

John Hope Franklin 

Reviewing a history of racism from 
Reconstruction to the present, an 
eminent historian sounds a warn- 
ing for the 21st century. 


*CONVERSATIONS: Straight Talk 
with America’s Sister President 
Johnetta B. Cole 

Advice and encouragement from 
the first African-American woman 
president of Spelman College. 


COURT OF APPEAL: The Black 
Community Speaks Out on the 
Racial and Sexual Politics of 
Clarence Thomas vs. Anita Hill 

edited by Robert Chrisman & 
Robert Allen 

Forty African-American intellec- 
tuals examine the effect of the Hill- 
Thomas hearings. 


FACES AT THE BOTTOM OF THE 
WELL: The Permanence of Racism 
Derrick Bell 

Essays and fables on racism. 


*FOR THE CHILDREN: Lessons 
from a Visionary Principal 
Madeline Cartwright and Michael 
D’Orso 

The feisty Philadelphia educator 
touts her prescription for school 
reform. 


HEALTH ISSUES IN THE BLACK 
COMMUNITY 

edited by Ronald L. Braithwaite & 
Sandra F. Taylor 

Essays by 25 leading specialists. 


*MALCOLM X: In Our Own 
Image 

edited by Joe Wood 

Fourteen African-American writers 
and scholars—from Amiri Baraka 
to John Edgar Wideman—reflect 
on Malcolm's legacy. 


PAUL ROBESON, JR. SPEAKS TO 
AMERICA 

Paul Robeson, Jr. 

Insightful look at the issues facing 
the Black community from this 
scholar and lecturer. 


RACE MATTERS 

Cornel West 

This radical intellectual offers 
essays--on Black leadership and 
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conservatism, sexuality and 
spirituality, pelitics and 
economics—that speak to the 
mainstream. 


RACE-ING JUSTICE,  EN- 
GENDERING POWER: Essays on 
Anita Hill, Clarence Thomas and 
the Construction of Social Reality 
edited by Toni Morrison 
Eighteen scholars interpret how the 
Hill-Thomas hearings expressed 
American moral, racial and 
political views. 


THE REAL ANITA HILL: The Un- 
told Story 

David Brock 

The author disputes Hill’s 
testimony in the Clarence Thomas 
confirmation hearings. 


SOUTH OF HAUNTED DREAMS: 
A Ride through Slavery’s Old Back 
Yard 
Eddy L. Harris 

On his motorcycle trip from 
Virginia through the Carolinas, the 
author makes peace with the South 
of his ancestors. 


TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES: 
African-American Notes on the 
State of the Union 

June Jordan 

Angry thoughts on the American 
Dream, from the West Indian 
feminist and poet. 


*UPON THIS ROCK: The 
Miracles of a Black Church 
Samuel G. Freedman 

Dynamic chronicle of St. Paul 
Community Baptist Church in 
Brooklyn and _ its charismatic 
pastor, Reverend Dr. Johnny Ray 
Youngblood. 


VOLUNTEER SLAVERY: My 
Authentic Negro Experience 

Jill Nelson 

Was a high salaried position at the 
Washington Post an ‘‘authentic 
Negro experience?” 


Black Is... History 


AMERICAN SLAVERY, 1619-1877 
Peter Kolchin 

Clear, lively and thoughtful ac- 
count of slavery and its continuing 
impact on American life. 


BLACKS AT HARVARD: A 
Documentary History of African- 
American Experience at Harvard 
and Radcliffe 

Ed. by Werner Sollors, Caldwell 
Titeomp, and Thomas A. 
Underwood 


FREE AT LAST: A Documentary 
History of Slavery, Freedom and 
the Civil War 

Ed. by Ira Berlin and others 
Masters and slaves, freedmen and 
soldiers describe their experiences. 


FREE MEN IN AN AGE OF SER- 
VITUDE: Three Generations of a 
Black Family 

Lee H. Warner 


*THE GOLDEN THIRTEEN: 
Recollections of the First Black 
Naval Officers 

Ed. by Paul Stillwell 


HAVING OUR SAY: The Delany 
Sisters’ First 100 Years 

Sarah Louise Delany, Annie 
Elizabeth Delany, with Amy Hill 
Hearth 
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Two extraordinary women reflect 
on their experiences in the Jim 
Crow South and among the elite of 
Harlem. 


IDELLA: MARJORIE RAWLING’S 
“PERFECT MAID” 

Idella Parker with Mary Keating 
A frank look at the ambiguous rela- 
tionship between a white woman 
and her black servant in the pre- 
civil rights South. 


*IN MY PLACE 

Charlayne Hunter-Gault 

A journalist remembers her 
courageous fight to integrate the 


University of Georgia as a student 
in USbye 


LIVIN’ THE BLUES: Memoirs of a 
Black Journalist and Poet 

Frank Marshall Davis 

A vivid portrayal of African- 
American culture during the 
1930’s and 40's. 


MALCOLM X: THE ASSASSINA- 
TION 
Michael Friedly 


THE JUDAS FACTOR: THE PLOT 
TO KILL MALCOLM X 

Karl Evanzz 

Evanzz builds a strong case for 
conspiracy; Friedly gives it little 
credence. Both books show the 
concern of the FBI and the CIA 
with Malcolm X’s growing power. 


*MEMORIES OF THE SOUTH- 
ERN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 
Danny Lyon 
Photographs. 


NEW DAY IN BABYLON: The 
Black Power Movement and 
American Culture, 1965-1975 
William L. Van Deburg 


REMOVING A BADGE OF 
SLAVERY: The Record of Brown v. 
Board of Education 

Ed. by Mark Whitman 

Analysis of the 1954 decision. 


THE SCHOOLHOUSE DOOR: 
Segregation’s Last Stand at the 
University of Alabama 

E. Culpepper Clark 


Black Is... International 


*AT THE HAND OF MAN: Peril 
and Hope for Africa’s Wildlife 
Raymond Bonner 

What happens when American 
conservationists’ efforts conflict 
with the needs of Africans? 


CARIBBEAN TIME BOMB: The 
United States’ Complicity in the 
Corruption of Antigua 

Robert Coram 

An expose. 


THE FATE OF AFRICA: Trial by 
Fire 

Jeremy Harding 

A journalist’s account of six African 
wars that have been going on for 
over 20 years. 


IN MY FATHER’S HOUSE: Africa 
in the Philosophy of Culture 
Kwame Anthony Appiah 
Transplanted to the U.S., a 
Ghanaian calls the search for a uni- 
que racial destiny in Africa an ‘‘en- 
nobling lie.” 


A LIFE’S MOSAIC: The Auto- 
biography of Phyllis Ntantala 
Phyllis Ntantala 

A powerful memoir that traces a 
South African woman’s developing 
political consciousness. 


NATIVE STRANGER: A _ Black 
American’s Journey into the heart 
of Africa 

Eddy Harris 

A Black American searchs for his 
racial identity in Africa. 


*SOUL TO SOUL: A Black Rus- 
sian American Family 

Yelena Khanga 

Mississippi born grandfather, 
Polish grandmother, African father 
and a childhood in Russia. 


*THE BLACK TRANS—ATLANTIC 
EXPERIENCE: Street Life and 
Culture in England, Ghana, 
Jamaica and the United States 
Stephen Marc 

A pictorial narrative in black and 
white duo-tones. 


This selected list was compiled by 
Alan Babner, Fields Corner 
Branch; Moonyean Carlton, 
General Library, Reader and Infor- 
mation Services; Catherine Clancy, 
General Library, Young Adults Ser- 
vices; Marylou Coveney, Jamaica 
Plain Branch; Elaine McLean, 
Uphams Corner Branch; and Karen 
L. Williams, Connolly Branch, 
Chairperson. 
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